
 

ABOUT THE HOUSING ELEMENT UPDATE  

WHAT IS THE HOUSING ELEMENT? 
The Housing Element is one of eight State-required components of every city’s General Plan and a city’s 
primary planning document to address its housing needs for the future. California State law requires 
that in order for the private market to adequately address housing needs, local governments must adopt 
plans that provide opportunities for, and do not unnecessarily constrain, housing development. We 
must also demonstrate how the City’s share of regional growth will be accommodated in the eight-year 
planning period that the Housing Element addresses.   
 
As Buellton continues to grow in population, we need to plan for future residential development by 
updating the City’s housing policies and designating space by 2023 to accommodate the City’s share of 
the Regional Housing Needs Allocation of 165 new housing units for the 2023-2031 planning period. This 
includes designating sites for market rate housing and housing that is affordable to very low, low, 
moderate and above moderate incomes.  The City does not have to build housing units, but we must 
provide appropriate zoning on sites that offer real development potential, fair process and fees.  
 
The Housing Element sets goals, policies, and programs that are implemented after the plan is adopted 
to achieve this objective. The Housing Element must remain consistent with the other elements of the 
General Plan, which was last updated in 2007.  

 

WHY UPDATE THE HOUSING ELEMENT? 
The Housing Element must be updated every eight years and certified by the State, and this update will 
address the period from 2023 to 2031. The current Buellton Housing Element addresses the City’s 
housing needs for the period from 2015 to 2023, and provides a baseline for this update. This update 
gives us the opportunity to evaluate the current goals, policies, and programs, and determine the 
revisions needed to improve the effectiveness of the City’s housing plan and meet new State 
requirements that have become effective since the last update.  
 
It is important to note that if we do not update our Housing Element or fall significantly behind on our 
housing targets, the City could be deemed out of compliance and risk losing important sources of 
funding currently provided by the State. In addition, by proactively planning for new housing and 
identifying potential sites where new housing development should occur, Buellton maintains local 
control to regulate housing development in a manner consistent with our local character and quality of 
life. The outcome of successfully planning for housing is to provide for housing choice and viable 
neighborhoods, where the attainment of a decent home and suitable living environment for every 
member of our community is possible. 

https://www.cityofbuellton.com/files/2025%20General%20Plan/Housing%20Element-43389.pdf
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